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nouncing the impending appearance of both Reports. On the
15th Canon Dessain, who was still secretary to the Archbishop,
wrote to express Van Roey's astonishment at the proposed
action.

His Eminence does not see his way to authorise such publica-
tion, if it be contemplated, and is convinced that it will do no good.
Since the adoption and publication of the new Prayer Book (sic),
with all the consequences entailed thereby, the situation has con-
siderably changed, and, in the mind of His Eminence make it un-
desirable to publish the Catholic Report.17

Halifax, though ignoring this letter, made one concession to
his own Archbishop. The Revised Prayer Book was to come
before Parliament in December, and he would agree to delay
publication until its fate had been settled.

He made his journey to Rome in November, accompanied
by his chaplain, Fr. Painter. Each day while they were there
they attended Mass at San Carlo. Halifax's old friend, Mrs.
Longworth Storer, placed a car at his disposal, and in the inter-
vals of visits to dignitaries of the Church, he saw something of
a new Rome which contrasted strangely "with the city he had
known in 1863.

Through the good offices of Cardinal Ceretti, the late Nuncio
in Paris, he submitted a memorandum to the Pope and ob-
tained an audience on November loth. There was no folk about
the Conversations,

But the Pope was very kind and gave me his personal blessing,
as I knelt, and blessed my work, and I came away thankful for
what he had said, and for the knowledge that what I had cared for

more than anything else in my life__had received the Pontifical

blessing.18

So Halifax wrote later, but there is evidence that at the mo-
ment he was a little disappointed at the result of his audience,
having hoped that the Pope would say something to him about